
11 Portrayal 
 
This clause defines the rules for layers and styles to be used for portrayal of the spatial object types 
defined for this theme. Portrayal is regulated in Article 14 of the IRs. 
 

IR Requirement 
Article 14 
Portrayal 

 
1. For the portrayal of spatial data sets using a view network service as specified in Commission 

Regulation No 976/2009 (
27

), the following shall be available:  
 (a) the layers specified in Annex II for the theme or themes the data set is related to;  
 (b) for each layer at least a default portrayal style, with as a minimum an associated title and a 

unique identifier. 
 
2. For each layer, Annex II defines the following:  
 (a) a human readable title of the layer to be used for display in user interface;  
 (b) the spatial object type(s), or sub-set thereof, that constitute(s) the content of the layer. 

 
In section 11.1, the types of layers are defined that are to be used for the portrayal of the spatial object 
types defined in this specification. A view service may offer several layers of the same type, one for 
each dataset that it offers data on a specific topic. 
 
NOTE The layer specification in the IRs only contains the name, a human readable title and the 
(subset(s) of) spatial object type(s), that constitute(s) the content of the layer. In addition, these 
Technical Guidelines suggest keywords for describing the layer. 
 

Recommendation 30 It is recommended to use the keywords specified in section 11.1 in the 
Layers Metadata parameters of the INSPIRE View service (see Annex III, 
Part A, section 2.2.4 in Commission Regulation (EC) No 976/2009). 

 
Section 11.2 specifies one style for each of these layers. It is proposed that INSPIRE view services 
support this style as the default style required by Article 14(1b). 
 

TG Requirement 7 For each layer specified in this section, the styles defined in section 11.2 shall 
be available. 

 
NOTE The default style should be used for portrayal by the view network service if no user-defined 
style is specified in a portrayal request for a specific layer. 
 
In section Errore. L'origine riferimento non è stata trovata., further styles can be specified that 
represent examples of styles typically used in a thematic domain. It is recommended that also these 
styles should be supported by INSPIRE view services, where applicable. 
 

Recommendation 31 In addition, it is recommended that, where applicable, INSPIRE view 
services also support the styles defined in section Errore. L'origine 
riferimento non è stata trovata.. 

 
Where XML fragments are used in the following sections, the following namespace prefixes apply:  

• sld="http://www.opengis.net/sld" (WMS/SLD 1.1) 

• se="http://www.opengis.net/se" (SE 1.1) 

• ogc="http://www.opengis.net/ogc" (FE 1.1) 
 

                                                      
27

 OJ L 274, 20.10.2009, p. 9. 



 

11.1 Layers to be provided by INSPIRE view services 
 
  

Layer Name Layer Title Spatial object type(s)  Keywords 

GN.GeographicalName
s 

Geographical Names NamedPlace geographical name,  
place name,  
location name,  
feature name,  
spatial object name, 
name,  
toponym,  
toponymy,  
exonym,  
endonym. 

 
NOTE The table above contains several layers for the spatial object type(s) NamedPlace, which 
can be further classified using a code list-valued attribute. Such sets of layers are specified as 
described in Article 14(3) of the IRs. 
 

IR Requirement 
Article 14 
Portrayal 

 
(…) 
 
3. For spatial object types whose objects can be further classified using a code list-valued attribute, 

several layers may be defined. Each of these layers shall include the spatial objects 
corresponding to one specific code list value. In the definition of such sets of layers in Annexes 
II-IV, 

 (a) the placeholder <CodeListValue> shall represent the values of the relevant code list, with the 
first letter in upper case, 

 (b) the placeholder <human-readable name> shall represent the human-readable name of the 
code list values; 

 (c) the spatial object type shall include the relevant attribute and code list, in parentheses; 
 (d) one example of a layer shall be given. 

 

11.1.1 Layers organisation 
 
 
None. 

11.2 Styles required to be supported by INSPIRE view services 
 

11.2.1 Styles for the layer GN.GeographicalNames 
 

Style Name 
GN.GeographicalNames.Default  

Default Style yes  

Style Title 
Geographical Name Default Style  



Style Abstract All names (i.e. all spellings of all names of the named place) are displayed in black, 
with font Arial 10pt, and located in order to touch the geometry of the named place, 
at its centre if possible. 

If a named place is referred by different names or different spellings of the same 
name, all texts are displayed on the same line. 

The order of displayed names does not indicate any preference order, as this is not 
possible to define precisely such an order without more information, e.g. on 
linguistic statuses in administrative units.  

Symbology 
Displaying the full list of all spellings associated to the same NamedPlace seems to 
be an issue for the sld standard (style layer description). No sld description is thus 
provided. 

Minimum & 
maximum 
scales 

Names should only be displayed at the viewing scale range defined by the 
attributes representing the least/most detailed viewing scale of the associated 
named place. If those attributes are not filled, then the names should be 
displayed at all viewing scales. 

 

Recommendation 32 The typefaces and fonts used for the portrayal of geographical names 
should fully and correctly reproduce all the letters and diacritics present in 
the spellings of geographical names to be visualised. 

 
 


