
2 Overview 

2.1 Name 
 
INSPIRE data specification for the theme Geographical Names. 
 

2.2 Informal description 
 
Definition: 
 
 
Names of areas, regions, localities, cities, suburbs, towns or settlements, or any geographical or 
topographical feature of public or historical interest. [Directive 2007/2/EC] 
 
Description: 
 
This data specification describes concepts related with geographical names, i.e. proper nouns applied 
to a natural, man-made or cultural real world entity. The data specification is guided by the multi-
language and multi-scriptual situation in Europe: a geographic entity can have different names in one 
or several languages, and each name can have different spellings, i.e. spellings in different scripts. 
 
Because of this multi-language and multi-scriptual context, this specification defines a product that is 
feature oriented in order to enable to express which different names are used to designate one given 
place. In other words, the spatial objects defined in this specification are the ‘named places’, and the 
‘geographical names’ are seen as information related to a named place. However, the product focuses 
on the description of names rather than the description of spatial objects: it particularly describes 
characteristics of names like their language and spellings in different scripts. 
 
In some cases names can be applied as attributes of appropriately modelled spatial objects in other 
themes defined by INSPIRE. However, often the definition, classification, geometry and other 
attributes of these objects do not necessary correspond with the respective named places as defined 
by this data specification, which focuses on the names aspects. Besides, commonly named 
geographic entities such as elevations, islands or coastal land formations are seldom modelled as 
spatial objects in other themes, while they are modelled as named places in this specification. 
 
 

Recommendation 1 Any data set with information on geographical names may be published 
according to the Geographical names specification. This is recommended in 
particular for Member States if no names data set exists, or where the other 
data sets complement the information from the names data sets. In the latter 
case, the data provider should ensure consistency as the data is published 
and, if possible, undertake action to integrate the data sources. 

 
Geographical names serve as a means to identify locations. They may be used, together with 
appropriate information on the named entity, in different products like maps and gazetteers as well as 
respective services. Gazetteers and gazetteer services associate the names with corresponding 
features – or locations – by means of co-ordinates, feature types and/or other necessary information. 
Among other needs, this data specification aims at answering to the need of a multi-lingual pan-
European gazetteer (service) that shall most probably be established as a part of INSPIRE. 
 
 



2.3 Normative References 
 
[Directive 2007/2/EC] Directive 2007/2/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 14 March 

2007 establishing an Infrastructure for Spatial Information in the European 
Community (INSPIRE) 

 
[ISO 15924] EN ISO 15924:2004, Codes for the representation of names of scripts 
 
[ISO 19107]  EN ISO 19107:2005, Geographic Information – Spatial Schema 
 
[ISO 19108]  EN ISO 19108:2005, Geographic Information – Temporal Schema 
 
[ISO 19108-c] ISO 19108:2002/Cor 1:2006, Geographic Information – Temporal Schema, Technical 

Corrigendum 1 
 
[ISO 19111] EN ISO 19111:2007 Geographic information - Spatial referencing by coordinates (ISO 

19111:2007) 
 
[ISO 19112] EN ISO 19112:2003, Geographic information – Spatial referencing by geographic 

identifiers  
 
[ISO 19113] EN ISO 19113:2005, Geographic Information – Quality principles 
 
[ISO 19115] EN ISO 19115:2005, Geographic information – Metadata (ISO 19115:2003) 
  
[ISO 19118] EN ISO 19118:2006, Geographic information – Encoding (ISO 19118:2005) 
  
[ISO 19123] EN ISO 19123:2007, Geographic Information – Schema for coverage geometry and 

functions 
 
[ISO 19125-1] EN ISO 19125-1:2004, Geographic Information – Simple feature access – Part 1: 

Common architecture 
 
[ISO 19135] EN ISO 19135:2007 Geographic information – Procedures for item registration (ISO 

19135:2005) 
  
[ISO 19136]  EN ISO 19136:2007, Geographic information - Geography Markup Language (GML) 
 
[ISO 19137]  EN ISO 19137:2007, Geographic information -- Core profile of the spatial schema.  
 
[ISO 19138] ISO/TS 19138:2006, Geographic Information – Data quality measures 
 
[ISO 19139] ISO/TS 19139:2007, Geographic information – Metadata – XML schema 

implementation 
 
[ISO 19157] ISO/DIS 19157, Geographic information – Data quality 
 
[ISO 639-2] EN ISO 639-2:1998, Codes for the representation of names of languages - Part 2: Alpha-

3 Code.  
 
[ISO 639-3] EN ISO 639-3:2007, Codes for the representation of names of languages - Part 3: Alpha-

3 code for comprehensive coverage of languages 
 
[ISO 639-5] EN ISO 639-5:2008, Codes for the representation of names of languages - Part 5: Alpha-

3 code for language families and groups  
 
[OGC 06-103r4] Implementation Specification for Geographic Information - Simple feature access – 

Part 1: Common Architecture v1.2.1 
 



 NOTE This is an updated version of "EN ISO 19125-1:2004, Geographic 
information – Simple feature access – Part 1: Common architecture". 

 
[Regulation 1205/2008/EC] Regulation 1205/2008/EC implementing Directive 2007/2/EC of the 

European Parliament and of the Council as regards metadata 
 
 
 

2.4 Terms and definitions 
 
General terms and definitions helpful for understanding the INSPIRE data specification documents are 
defined in the INSPIRE Glossary
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2.5 Symbols and abbreviations 
 
 
EGN EuroGeoNames 
ETRS European Terrestrial Reference System 
ETRS-LAEA  ETRS - Lambert Azimuthal Equal Area 
ETRS-LCC  ETRS - Lambert Conformal Conic 
ETRS-TMzn  ETRS - Transverse Mercator  
EU  European Union 
EVN-DB  Exonyms and other Variant Names database (used by EuroGeoNames project) 
EVRS  European Vertical Reference System 
GML  Geography Markup Language 
INSPIRE  Infrastructure for Spatial Information in the European Community 
IPA  International Phonetic Alphabet 
ISO   International Organization for Standardization 
NMCA  National Mapping and Cadastral Agency 
OGC  Open Geospatial Consortium 
UID  Universal Identifier 
UML  Unified Modelling Language 
UN  United Nations  
UNGEGN  United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names 
UTC  Coordinated Universal Time 
UTF  UCS (Universal Multiple-Octet Coded Character Set) Transformation Format 
WFS  Web Feature Service 
 

2.6 How the Technical Guidelines map to the Implementing Rules 
 
The schematic diagram in Figure 1 gives an overview of the relationships between the INSPIRE legal 
acts (the INSPIRE Directive and Implementing Rules) and the INSPIRE Technical Guidelines. The 
INSPIRE Directive and Implementing Rules include legally binding requirements that describe, usually 
on an abstract level, what Member States must implement. 
 
In contrast, the Technical Guidelines define how Member States might implement the requirements 
included in the INSPIRE Implementing Rules. As such, they may include non-binding technical 
requirements that must be satisfied if a Member State data provider chooses to conform to the 
Technical Guidelines. Implementing these Technical Guidelines will maximise the interoperability of 
INSPIRE spatial data sets. 
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 The INSPIRE Glossary is available from http://inspire-
registry.jrc.ec.europa.eu/registers/GLOSSARY 



 

Figure 1 - Relationship between INSPIRE Implementing Rules and Technical Guidelines  

2.6.1 Requirements 
 
The purpose of these Technical Guidelines (Data specifications on Geographical Names) is to provide 
practical guidance for implementation that is guided by, and satisfies, the (legally binding) 
requirements included for the spatial data theme Geographical Names in the Regulation 
(Implementing Rules) on interoperability of spatial data sets and services. These requirements are 
highlighted in this document as follows: 
 

IR Requirement 
Article / Annex / Section no. 

Title / Heading 
 
This style is used for requirements contained in the Implementing Rules on interoperability of spatial 
data sets and services (Commission Regulation (EU) No 1089/2010). 

 
For each of these IR requirements, these Technical Guidelines contain additional explanations and 
examples.  
 
NOTE The Abstract Test Suite (ATS) in Annex A contains conformance tests that directly check 
conformance with these IR requirements. 
 
Furthermore, these Technical Guidelines may propose a specific technical implementation for 
satisfying an IR requirement. In such cases, these Technical Guidelines may contain additional 
technical requirements that need to be met in order to be conformant with the corresponding IR 
requirement when using this proposed implementation. These technical requirements are highlighted 
as follows:     
 

TG Requirement X This style is used for requirements for a specific technical solution proposed in 
these Technical Guidelines for an IR requirement. 

 



NOTE 1 Conformance of a data set with the TG requirement(s) included in the ATS implies 
conformance with the corresponding IR requirement(s). 
 
NOTE 2 In addition to the requirements included in the Implementing Rules on interoperability of 
spatial data sets and services, the INSPIRE Directive includes further legally binding obligations that 
put additional requirements on data providers. For example, Art. 10(2) requires that Member States 
shall, where appropriate, decide by mutual consent on the depiction and position of geographical 
features whose location spans the frontier between two or more Member States. General guidance for 
how to meet these obligations is provided in the INSPIRE framework documents.   

2.6.2 Recommendations 
 
In addition to IR and TG requirements, these Technical Guidelines may also include a number of 
recommendations for facilitating implementation or for further and coherent development of an 
interoperable infrastructure.  
 

Recommendation X Recommendations are shown using this style. 

 
NOTE The implementation of recommendations is not mandatory. Compliance with these Technical 
Guidelines or the legal obligation does not depend on the fulfilment of the recommendations. 

2.6.3 Conformance 
 
Annex A includes the abstract test suite for checking conformance with the requirements included in 
these Technical Guidelines and the corresponding parts of the Implementing Rules (Commission 
Regulation (EU) No 1089/2010). 
 
 


