
Annex B 
(informative) 
Use cases 

 
This annex describes the use cases that were used as a basis for the development of this data 
specification. 
 
This document describes the use cases for the INSPIRE protected sites theme and associated data 
product specification.  The first part provides a use case diagram showing the interactions between the 
five use cases that have been defined and the actors.  The remaining parts describe each of the five 
use cases in turn.  The use cases are: 

1. Generate European protected sites spatial data report (Europe-wide, including Natura 2000 sites; 
expert user/regional government including European Commission and 
European Environment Agency). 

2. Naively query and view protected sites (local, regional and Europe-wide; non-expert/public user). 
3. Expertly query, view, visualise and analyse protected sites (local, regional, cross-border; to 

support environmental impact assessment and decision making). 
4. Download protected sites data (expert /semi-expert user). 
5. Provide protected sites data according to EU legal obligations and dataflows (EU Member State). 

 
The selected use cases are intended to encompass the range of uses of protected sites data, as well 
as the different scales, user groups and outputs, and to identify any issues of particular relevance for 
the theme. 

 

UML use case diagram.   
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B.1  Generate European Protected Sites Spatial Data Report 
The scenario for the Generate European Protected Sites Spatial Data Report is that a European 
expert user would like to collate all necessary information on protected sites in a GIS-database or 
application for generating standard overviews and/or tabulations on all protected sites across Europe. 
The results will contribute to special reporting obligations at the European level (for example, 
biodiversity indicators, European Commission composite reports under Art. 17 Habitat Directive). 
 

Use Case Description 

Name Generate European Protected Sites Spatial Data Report 

Priority high 

Description 

The user analyzes cross-border datasets on protected sites (for example, 
those created  in Use Case 5 up to a European extent by means of a GIS-
application to create overview-maps and/or tabulations on protected sites 
data. The results will be part of special reports of different kinds such as 
progress in area coverage of protected sites per category in ther EU 
(indicators) and composite assessments of the implementation of the EU 
Directives  at the European or biogeographical level  

Pre-condition 

Quality controlled protected sites data sets are available to the user in line 
with INSPIRE specifications and the INSPIRE registry provides all 
necessary information for standardised access to data.  The user has 
access to the INSPIRE GenerateReport Web Processing Service. 

Flow of Events – Basic Path 

Step 1. 

The user calls a Web Processing Service, specifying the area of interest.  
This would commonly encompass all of Europe, but may also be restricted 
to a particular country or geographical region (using administrative 
boundaries or boundaries of bio-geographical regions as defined in 
INSPIRE).  The user also selects the reporting items required.  The 
following items are available: 
*waiting for info from Dirk and Rania 

Step 2. The Web Processing Service generates a report using source data from 
each of the member states in the selected area or across Europe. 

Step 3. The user receives the report and uses it to determine the status of 
protected sites across Europe. 

Post-condition 
The report may be for later comparison of versions. GIS-analyses and 
resulting data have to be described and stored for later use. 

Data source: INSPIRE-Conformant Protected Sites Data Set Provided by Member State 

Description Report data generated for protected sites to provide summary details 
across Europe. 

Data provider Each member state or (national) focal  point. 

Geographic scope Europe wide, although a smaller area may be selected. 

Thematic scope INSPIRE Annex I   9. Protected Sites. 

Scale, resolution As made applicable by data provider. 

Delivery Textual report and associated geometry information. 

Documentation INSPIRE Protected Sites Data Product Specification 



B.2  Naively Query and View Protected Sites 
 
The scenario for the Naively Query and View Protected Sites use case is that a user would like to find 
out about protected sites in his or her neighbourhood.  It is assumed that the user is aware of and has 
access to a basic publicly accessible (probably web based) GIS that contains the relevant data.  For 
example, a dog walker may be interested in finding out about the countryside he walks his dog in and 
how it is protected.  In this scenario, the user would use a publicly accessible GIS to zoom/pan to or 
find, by gazetteer search, the location of interest and display the data on screen.  
 

Use Case Description 

Name Naively Query and View Protected Sites 

Priority High 

Description 
The user uses a publicly accessible (probably web based) GIS to zoom/pan 
to or find, by gazetteer search, the location of interest and display the data 
on screen. 

Pre-condition 

Protected Sites are available in line with INSPIRE specifications  to the user 
by relevant Web Map Services and Web Feature Services. The user has 
access to a publicly accessible (probably web based) GIS that displays data 
using the INSPIRE rules. 

Flow of Events – Basic Path 

Step 1. 
The user uses the GIS to zoom and/or pan to the area of interest, or selects 
a particular place, protected site or administrative area name from a list (this 
list comes from the INSPIRE Geographic Names data set). 

Step 2. 

The GIS queries the relevant  Web Map Service and presents the data in the 
client application.  It also optionally displays contextual information about 
heritage, land classification and other types of land designations that are 
related to protected sites (layers can be switched on and off). 

Step 3. The user uses an information tool in the client application to click on a 
protected sites feature on the map. 

Step 4. 

The GIS queries the relevant Web Feature Service and presents the attribute 
data for the selected protected sites feature in the client application.  In 
addition to the attributes, this service may also provide links to related 
information about ownership of parcels within the protected site, species 
data and feature condition information.. 

Post-condition  

Data source: Member State Web Map Service and Web Feature Service on Protected Sites  

Description 

This use case uses Web Map Services and Web Feature Services from each 
of the EU member states that serve their protected sites data in the INSPIRE 
GML map projection parameters (for web map service) and application 
schema format (for web feature service). 

Data provider Each member state. 

Geographic scope 

All EU member states, but GIS application selects and displays only a subset 
of that area, depending on the extents of the current map being viewed.  
Such a map would normally show a relatively small area for the purposes of 
a naïve user. 

Thematic scope Protected Sites and geographic names. 

Scale, resolution 
Data is served at the most appropriate scale and resolution.  This will vary 
depending on the scale of the map being viewed, and will be controlled 
within the parameters of the GIS and the client application. 

Delivery INSPIRE Protected Sites GML Application Schema, graphical map. 

Documentation INSPIRE Protected Sites Data Product Specification. 



B.3  Expertly Query, View, Visualise and Analyse Protected Sites 
 
The scenario for the Expertly Query, View, Visualise and Analyse Protected Sites use case is that a 
user needs to ensure that the protected site will not be adversely affected by any proposed land-use 
change.  This is a routine requirement of any agency responsible for administering protected sites 
systems through formal consultation from other legitimate land use planning agencies. In this scenario, 
the user would start with a proposal generated by developer and supplied to the user through an 
agreed consultation process.  The user would then use information on protected sites to evaluate the 
potential impact of the proposed development on the protected site features and purposes.  A typical 
such example could be a consultation on the route of a new gas pipeline across countryside through 
Environmental Impact Assessment legislation. 
 

Use Case Description 

Name Expertly Query, View, Visualise and Analyse Protected Sites 

Priority High 

Description 
The user creates a view of protected sites within the planning proposal 
area and assesses potential impacts. 

Pre-condition 

Protected Sites are available in line with INSPIRE specifications  to the 
user and INSPIRE registry provides all necessary information for 
standardised access to data.,The user has access to a client GIS with 
basic selection tools. 

Flow of Events – Basic Path 

Step 1. 

Define the scope of the potential impact area: The user is provided with 
the geographical boundary of the planning proposal, with detail of the 
proposed infrastructure, construction access routes, storage/disposal 
areas, construction plant locations and operating details.  These details are 
supplied as digital GIS data, or are digitised from paper maps. 

Step 2. 

Display protected sites boundaries on scope area: The user 
downloads
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 protected sites data to his or her local GIS tool and views the 

relationship between the protected sites and the proposed land use 
changes, both during and after construction.  

Step 3. 

Categorise protected features subject to protection: The user identifies 
the protected features on each site that falls within, or intersects the scope 
area, optionally distinguishing between habitat types, species and other 
site related features. 

Step 4. 

Assess sensitivity of protected features: The user uses specialist 
advice (either using existing procedures, or in consultation with relevant 
specialists) to determine the sensitivity of each feature to the type of 
development proposed (eg. only affected if development crosses the 
protected site boundary, or affected if disturbance is within 2km of the 
boundary).  The sensitivity depends upon the type of development and 
includes both construction impacts and operating impacts post-
construction. 

Step 5. 

Categorise potential impacts of development:  The user, in consultation 
with relevant experts, assesses the likely affects of the proposed 
development (land take; impacts on water, soil and air; etc.) during and 
after construction).  

Step 6. 
Assess the spatial extent of development impacts: The user creates 
boundary information for each of the relevant impacts predicted to arise 
from the development in his or her own GIS. 
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 See use case 4. 



Use Case Description 

Step 7. 

Apply constraints check: The user applies a buffer to each protected site 
that reflects the sensitivity of the site.  The outline of the buffer provides the 
potential impact area on each identified feature on the protected sites and 
is used in all further assessment of impact.  The buffer distance can be 
several kilometres when groundwater, diffuse pollution or air pollution is 
involved. 

Step 8 
Assess overall impact of development on protected sites: The user 
runs a query to tabulate the overlap between the sensitivity of site features 
and the anticipated impacts of the development proposal. 

Step 9. Impact assessment:  The user identifies conflicts between development 
and existing protected sites and their features. 

Post-condition The user has an audit trail of the impact assessment for use in contested 
inquiries to resolve any conflicts. 

Data source: INSPIRE Protected Sites for each member state 

Description 

This use case uses protected sites data from national sources, often within 
an organisation.  Cross border assessments will require consistent 
standards of protected site definition in order to maintain a coherent 
defence case in any planning enquiry. 

Data provider Each member state. 

Geographic scope All EU member states, but with appropriate cross border cooperation 
where necessary. 

Thematic scope Protected Sites. 

Scale, resolution 

The protected site boundary data will need to be available at the scale 
relevant to the application.  Localised development proposals may use 
base maps at 1:2,500 or better and legal constraints of conflicting land 
uses (roads vs nature conservation) may require accurate boundary 
matching. 

Delivery INSPIRE Protected Sites GML Application Schema. 

Documentation INSPIRE Protected Sites Data Product Specification. 

 

B.4 Download Protected Sites Data  
 
The scenario for the Download Protected Sites Data use case is that a user would like to download 
protected sites data for use on their own systems (a desktop GIS for example).  For example, an non-
government environmental agency may be interested in using the protected sites data in their own, 
advanced analysis with their own and other data sets.  In this scenario, the user would select the area 
and feature types of interest and receive the appropriate protected sites feature types in the 
appropriate area. 
 

Use Case Description 

Name Download Protected Sites Data 

Priority Medium 

Description 
The user downloads protected sites data and associated metadata in a 
selected area and with selected feature types included. 

Pre-condition 

Protected sites are available in line with INSPIRE specifications  to the 
user and INSPIRE registry provides all necessary information for 
standardised access to data.  The user has access to a client GIS with 
basic selection tools. 



Use Case Description 

Flow of Events – Basic Path 

Step 1. 

The user selects the area of interest graphically on a map (this can be part 
of a member state, a whole member state or more than one member state) 
of from a textual list of countries (selecting either one or more than one 
country). 

Step 2. The user selects the feature types of interest from a list of all of the 
protected sites feature types (one or more
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). 

Step 3. The user invokes the download. 

Step 4. The system calls the relevant Web Feature Services to retrieve the 
information from the member states

25
. 

Step 5. The response is provided to the user in the GML Application Schema 
generated from the protected sites package of the INSPIRE data model. 

Step 6. 
The user handles the response in his or her chosen manner (for example, 
by saving the GML data returned by the web service/s to the local 
computer). 

Post-condition 

The user has a copy of the protected sites data according to his or her 
geographical and feature type selection saved in the format of the GML 
application schema generated from the protected sites package of the 
INSPIRE data model. 

Data source: Member State Protected Sites Web Feature Service for each member state 

Description 
This use case uses web feature services from each of the EU member 
states that serve their protected sites data in the INSPIRE GML application 
schema format. 

Data provider Each member state. 

Geographic scope 
All EU member states, but user can select only a subset of that area, either 
a subset of member states, a single member state or only part of a 
member state.  In the latter case, a web feature service filter is required. 

Thematic scope Protected sites.  This use case could be expanded to include all themes, 
as it is generic. 

Scale, resolution Data is provided at the most detailed scale and resolution available.  The 
user may be given the option to select scale and resolution if required. 

Delivery INSPIRE Protected Sites GML Application Schema. 

Documentation INSPIRE Protected Sites Data Product Specification. 
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 It is not yet clear how many protected sites feature types there will be. 
25

 For multiple member states, this may be returned either as a series of separate responses for each 
member state, or using an amalgamation web service to combine the responses from the web feature 
service for each member state.  The web service architecture is beyond the scope of the current 
activity, so this aspect is not further detailed here. 



B.5  Provide Protected Sites Data Using INSPIRE Specifications 
 
The scenario for the Provide Protected Sites Data Using INSPIRE Specifications use case is that a 
member state or other organisation (for example, the European Environment Agency) is to provide 
data according to the INSPIRE process.  This use case involves data input according to INSPIRE, 
rather than output/use.  All of the other use cases involve INSPIRE data output or use.  This use case 
identifies the different steps that the member state might go through in providing data . 
 
This use case describes a generic process that is envisaged after INSPIRE is implemented.  As 
background material, Appendix A contains use cases describing the current data flows for one 
particular member state (UK), which contributes data to the European Environment Agency. 
 

Use Case Description 

Name Provide protected sites data using  INSPIRE data model 

Priority High 

Description 
The user is an EU member state, and prepares and provides its data using  
the INSPIRE specifications, in the form of a static data set,  

Pre-condition 
Agreement to reporting data specifications and formats at the European 
level such as nationally designated areas, Natura 2000 sites, and on data 
collection cycle and reporting deadlines   

Flow of Events – User 1 

Step 1. 
Before expiration of a reporting deadline, the user prepares the national 
data for submission including mapping from the national data to the 
INSPIRE Protected Sites Data Product Specification.  

Step 2. 
The user uploads the national data according to agreed INSPIRE 
standards.  She or he can upload an entire data set, or only a part of that 
data set, selected by geographical area of protected sites category. 

Step 3. 

The system generates a quality check report for the uploaded data and 
determines whether there are any issues. The quality control report 
assesses issues of match between the different member states’ data sets 
(for example, cross border issues) and compliance with the INSPIRE Data 
Product Specification. 

Step 4. The user reviews the quality check report and modifies the data set as 
required to ensure compliance. 

Step 5. The user uploads the modified national data to the agreed repository  

Step 6. The system generates a quality check report for the second upload.  

Step 7. 
The user reviews the quality check report and verifies that no further 
changes are needed (if further changes are required, the flow of events 
returns to Step 4.   

Step 8. The user provides metadata to the agreed repository  

Step 9.  

The user publishes the data and metadata according to INSPIRE 
regulations in multiple, appropriate forms.  Such forms are likely to at least 
include OGC web services for the data served by the member state (most 
importantly Web Map Service and Web Feature Service), registered with 
the INSPIRE registry. 

Post-condition The member state’s data set is available in line with INSPIRE standards. 

Data source: Member State Data Set 

Description This use case uses data sets from each member state and submits them to 
an INSPIRE compatible infrastructure. 

Data provider Each EU member state as well as some other related organisations (for 
example, the European Environmental Agency). 

Geographic scope All EU member states and the pan-European area, or parts thereof. 



Use Case Description 

Thematic scope Protected sites.  

Scale, resolution The highest resolution that the member state can provide. 

Delivery Data is to be delivered in the form of the INSPIRE GML application 
schema, either directly or through OGC web services. 

Documentation 
INSPIRE Protected Sites Data Product Specification, member states data 
set documentation. 

 

Appendix A: Use Cases for the Current Data Supply Flow in the UK 
 
The UK currently undergoes an internal process (Use Case A.1) to prepare data for supply to the 
European Environment Agency, which performs its own process to prepare the data for supply to other 
parties (Use Case A.2).  These uses case illustrate the current process and can be used to gain a 
more detailed understanding of the changes involved in moving towards the described Use Case 5 for 
the INSPIRE project. 
 
Use Case A.1: Provide UK Protected sites Data to EEA (Current Workflow)  
 
This scenario is for the collation of data on Natura 2000 Protected Sites within member states for 
submission to Europe.  Example is for the United Kingdom where the Joint Nature Conservation 
Committee (JNCC) staff collate GI data on Protected Sites from the four country agencies within the 
UK.  This is formerly submitted by the UK Government to the EU Commission as a consolidated data 
layer with supporting database for incorporation into the European dataset.  The GI layers and the 
database are managed by the EEA and the European Topic Centre for Nature Conservation on behalf 
of the Commission. Sites under the Habitats Directive (SACs) are treated slightly differently to those 
protected by the Birds Directive (SPAs) in the manner in which data is packaged for European 
submission.  The user case presented here describes the process by which new sites and amended 
sites are added to the existing cumulative data layer for reporting through to the EEA.  There has been 
a version of the cumulative data layer since the mid 1990’s. 
 
The cumulative data layer contains GI boundaries for all designated SACs and SPAs as a single 
version showing the original, subsequently amended, boundary with site code
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, name and source file 

name.  Amended boundaries are extensions or deletions to the original boundary that have been 
subject to stakeholder consultation and approved by the relevant authority in each member state. 
 

Use Case Description 

Name Provide UK Protected Sites Data to EEA (Current Workflow) 

Priority High 

Description 

The user (collating body) receives Protected Sites data and 
associated metadata from each country (region) within the Member 
State and creates a single contribution to the European reporting 
process. 

Pre-condition 

The user has access to a client GIS with basic selection tools and 
contributing countries (regions) provide data to known standards 
and quality.  There are previous versions of the cumulative data 
layer held by the EEA on behalf of Europe. 

Flow of Events – Basic Path for SACs 

Step 1. 

The user (collator) requests data on new and amended sites from 
country agencies in the UK as part of a coordinated exercise to 
provide a batched update to the EEA (these batches are called 
tranches and we are now at tranche 36).   
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 The site code (UKxxxxxxx) is a unique identifier for each site and provides the link between the GI 
layer and the N2K database. 



Use Case Description 

Step 2. 

The user (agency data owners) provide the protected site boundary 
as a .shp or equivalent file with site name, site code (UK code 
supplied by JNCC), paper copy of the site map and a copy of 
attributes in a the N2K database.  For new sites this will involve a 
new site code number, for existing (amended) sites this will have 
the same site code number as the original site, but a new source 
file name. 

Step 3. 

The JNCC undertake a minimal quality check on the boundary data 
and UK code are correct, and assumes that each agency has 
applied geometry and other validation procedures. (The UK 
agencies have an agreed process for QA). 

Step 4. 

The JNCC then adds the new site boundaries and attribute data 
and deletes all old polygons with the same site code from the 
cumulative data layer and replaces them with amended site data.  
(The only change in the new cumulative layer is that the site area 
will have gone up or down for amended sites). 

Step 5. The cumulative layer and the supporting N2K database are then 
submitted to the EEA for incorporation into the European layer. 

Post-condition 
The JNCC has a copy of the current cumulative boundary layer and 
N2K database and the EEA further process this to create the 
combined European layer. 

Flow of Events – Basic Path for SACs 

Step 1. As above, but site boundaries collected from agencies when 
approved, not as batches/tranches. 

Step 2. As above 

Step 3. As above 

Step 4.  As above… 

Data source: Internal systems of each member state 

Description 

This use case uses country derived data created according to 
nationally agreed standards.  This data is used in GIS within each 
user agency and also made available through web-mapping 
systems
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 and websites. 

Data provider Country (=regional) agencies create and own the data and pass this 
to Europe through the UK coordinating body, the JNCC. 

Geographic scope Similar process must operate in all EU member states. 

Thematic scope 
Protected sites.  This use case could be expanded to include all 
themes, as it is generic. 

Scale, resolution 

Data is provided at the most detailed scale and resolution available 
at the time of the official site submission to Europe. Subsequent 
improvements in resolution/accuracy are not captured by the 
current process. Many of these changes are driven by changes to 
the base mapping layer (the standard now is to use the Ordnance 
Survey’s detailed Master Map for this purpose). In the UK this is 
dealt with by publication of both the cumulative data layer (as 
submitted to Europe) and a dynamic data layer that provides 
access to up to date boundaries adjusted for current base maps 
and accuracy.   

Delivery Data files direct to EEA 

Documentation Flow not documented 
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 Use of UK generated boundary data is restricted by licensing issues imposed b the national 
mapping agency, Ordnance Survey.   Use of boundaries by end-users requires them to be licensed  to 
use OS products.  This is a serious constraint on public use. 



Issues to note: 
 
1.  The current process does not allow member states to update the cumulative data layer with the 
‘accurate’ digital boundary available. The only way to make such changes “official” according to the 
EU is for the member state to resubmit the entire site (with amended paper maps, data forms and 
supporting database). Once the site has been approved by the relevant authority in the UK the 
boundary version remains the same on the European cumulative data layer.   
 
2.   Updated site boundaries on the cumulative data layer are not easily detectable from using the 
digital cumulative data layer or the N2K database as there is no version attribute to denote change.  
This can lead to confusion in use of the data layer by wider users.   
 
3.  Cross border sites are dealt with through an agreed protocol between the countries; one country 
takes the lead in defining and providing JNCC with relevant site boundary.  This is done in cooperation 
with the adjoining country to ensure that the site boundaries are defined consistently across the 
country border. 
 
4.  Cross member state boundaries (UK and Eire) are resolved by defining two sites on each side of 
the international border. 
 
5.  Issues arise when the cumulative data layer is used in other GIS systems when geometric 
standards differ between systems an example include unclosed polygons.  This is one reason why the 
JNCC provide access to two versions of the same data; one is the European standard cumulative data 
layer, the other is the UK dynamic data layer.  The latter is the preferred download by UK users as it 
integrates better with their current use of base reference mapping. 
 



Use Case A.2: Provide EEA Protected sites Data for External Use (Current Workflow) 
 

Use Case Description 

Name 
Provide EEA Protected Sites Data for External Use (Current 
Workflow)  

Priority High 

Description 

User 1 views, quality controls, and publishes quality control report 
on national data officially submitted to European level, on nationally 
designated areas, or Natura 2000 sites, or Internationally 
designated sites and their associated metadata, separately. User 1 
also downloads, edits and merges national data officially submitted 
to European level, in each category of the above, establishing the 
relevant metadata. User 1 also  prepares the relevant European 
data sets for each category  for uploading on a specific viewer 
interface which allows selections of subsets or individual  sites 
(EEA -ETC/BD) now in use case 5, simplified 
User 2 views, quality controls and publishes the downloadable 
European data set for each category and the relevant quality control 
reports. User 2 also uploads the specific viewer interface with the 
European data sets and their associated metadata (EEA data 
center). 
User 3 downloads the versioned European data sets and 
associated metadata and views and/ or downloads data quality 
control reports of European data sets per country for each category. 
User 3 uses the data sets in spatial analyses and / or research and 
provides data to indicators and assessments (EEA, European 
Commission, Countries and any others). 
User 4 views, queries and/ or downloads selected subsets of 
European protected area datasets and associated metadata. User 4 
uses the data sets and provides data to indicators and 
assessments. (EEA, European Commission, countries and any 
others). 
User 5 queries and/or downloads national  data officially submitted 
to European level, on all three categories and their associated 
metadata as well as quality control reports for the national data 
officially submitted to the European level,  per country and/or 
category. User 5 uses the data sets and provides data to indicators 
and assessments (EEA, European Commission, countries  and any 
others). 

Pre-condition 

Agreement to reporting data specifications and formats at the 
European level such as nationally designated areas, Natura 2000 
sites, also agreement on organisation and content of viewers, and 
on data collection cycle and reporting deadlines.   

Flow of Events – User 1 

Step 1. 

After expiration of a reporting deadline, User 1  proceeds with 
accessing  national data officially submitted to European level and 
performs quality control with regard to compliance with agreed 
formats which include feature categories. 

Step 2. User 1 prepares a first quality check report per country and 
provides feedback to data provider. 

Step 3. Data provider may respond with second submission correcting 
mistakes and other omissions. 

Step 4. User 1 performs quality check on the second national delivery and 
sends feedback to data provider.  

Step 5 User 1 downloads national data into a versioned European 
database.   

Step 6 User 1 edits European database keeping track of changes in 
metadata according to the quality control report. 



Use Case Description 

Step 7  User 1 delivers versioned European database to User 2. 

Step 8 User 1 may respond to feedback from User 2. 

Step 9  User 1 may redeliver versioned European database to user 2. 

Step 10 (optional) User 1 performs the same editing to a non merged 
national data version. 

Step 11 (optional) User 1 delivers edited  non merged national report data 
version to user 2. 

Step 12 User 1 transfers the final  versioned European data set into the 
EUNIS format. 

Step 13 User 1 delivers the versioned European database in this format to 
User 2. 

Flow of Events – User 2 

Step 1. 

User 2 performs quality control to the merged versioned European 
data set on the basis of previous versions and gives feedback to 
User 1, which may lead to a second delivery of the European data 
base. 

Step 2. User 2 publishes the quality check report of the European data set 
per country  and provides feedback to data providers. 

Step 3. User 2 publishes the downloadable European data set (and 
optionally the edited non merged national data set).  

Step 4 User 2 uploads the viewer with the versioned European data set.  

Step 5 (optional) User 1 delivers edited  non merged national report data 
version to user 2. 

Flow of Events – User 3 

Step 1. 
User 3 identifies the downloadable versioned European data sets 
as  published by user 2 EEA - Data - Nationally designated areas 
(National - CDDA) and EEA - Data - Natura 2000 EUNIS database     

Step 2. User 3 selects the desired category 

Step 3. User 3 invokes downloading of the whole dataset 

Step 4 User 3 identifies quality control reports related to the selected 
category per country http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/resultsdataflow 

Step 5  User 3 invokes viewing/ downloading of quality control reports, eg 
NL_CDDA data delivery 2007 

Flow of Events – User 4 

Step 1 User views content and query possibilities EUNIS - Welcome to 
EUNIS Database,     

Step 2  User queries easy search, advanced search, statistics and other 
features 

Step 3 Report is generated and can be downloaded 

Post-condition There are on going discussions between the respective data 
providers and European Institutions. 

Data source: EEA/ ETC-BD/ DC ENV 

Description 

This use case uses EEA web services where nationally designated 
areas data reported annually by countries and the Nature 2000 
database and data sets submitted from each of the EU member 
states to the European Commission, under the  habitats Directive 

Data provider Each EU member state as well  EEA member and associated 
country 



Use Case Description 

Geographic scope 

All EU member states and the Pan European area, according to the 
case (category). User can select full coverage of nationally 
designated areas, as well as a subset of that area, either a subset 
of member states, a single member state or only part of a member 
state.  In the latter case, a web feature service filter is required. 

Thematic scope 

Official national data flows which establish  European data sets on 
protected areas. This use case is in the core of operations of the 
Biodiversity data center, hosted by the EEA following an agreement 
between EEA, EUROSTAT, DG ENV and JRC. It is also 
contributing directly to the UN List of protected areas.  

Scale, resolution Natura 2000 sites are given at 100.000 scale, Discussions are in 
progress for CDDA.  

Delivery  

Documentation  

 
 



 
 


