
11 Portrayal 
 
This clause defines the rules for layers and styles to be used for portrayal of the spatial object types 
defined for this theme. Portrayal is regulated in Article 14 of the IRs. 
 

IR Requirement 
Article 14 
Portrayal 

 
1. For the portrayal of spatial data sets using a view network service as specified in Commission 

Regulation No 976/2009 (
21

), the following shall be available:  
 (a) the layers specified in Annex II for the theme or themes the data set is related to;  
 (b) for each layer at least a default portrayal style, with as a minimum an associated title and a 

unique identifier. 
 
2. For each layer, Annex II defines the following:  
 (a) a human readable title of the layer to be used for display in user interface;  
 (b) the spatial object type(s), or sub-set thereof, that constitute(s) the content of the layer. 

 
In section 11.1, the types of layers are defined that are to be used for the portrayal of the spatial object 
types defined in this specification. A view service may offer several layers of the same type, one for 
each dataset that it offers data on a specific topic. 
 
NOTE The layer specification in the IRs only contains the name, a human readable title and the 
(subset(s) of) spatial object type(s), that constitute(s) the content of the layer. In addition, these 
Technical Guidelines suggest keywords for describing the layer. 
 

Recommendation 36 It is recommended to use the keywords specified in section 11.1 in the 
Layers Metadata parameters of the INSPIRE View service (see Annex III, 
Part A, section 2.2.4 in Commission Regulation (EC) No 976/2009). 

 
Section 0 specifies one style for each of these layers. It is proposed that INSPIRE view services 
support this style as the default style required by Article 14(1b). 
 

TG Requirement 7 For each layer specified in this section, the styles defined in section 0 shall be 
available. 

 
NOTE The default style should be used for portrayal by the view network service if no user-defined 
style is specified in a portrayal request for a specific layer. 
 
In section 11.2.1, further styles can be specified that represent examples of styles typically used in a 
thematic domain. It is recommended that also these styles should be supported by INSPIRE view 
services, where applicable. 
 

Recommendation 37 In addition, it is recommended that, where applicable, INSPIRE view 
services also support the styles defined in section 11.2. 

 
Where XML fragments are used in the following sections, the following namespace prefixes apply:  

• sld="http://www.opengis.net/sld" (WMS/SLD 1.1) 

• se="http://www.opengis.net/se" (SE 1.1) 

• ogc="http://www.opengis.net/ogc" (FE 1.1) 
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11.1 Layers to be provided by INSPIRE view services 
 
The Protected Sites theme is represented with a number of layers.  By default, a layer containing the 
contents of the entire ProtectedSite spatial object type is to be provided.  Additionally, view services 
may optionally provide layers reflecting: 
- the site protection classification (ProtectedSite.siteProtectionClassification); 
- the site designation (ProtectedSite.siteDesignation.designation) and 
- the site designation scheme (ProtectedSite.siteDesignation.designationScheme). 

This allows users to view only specific Protected Sites if they are not interested in all of them.  This is 
likely to be the case often since the Protected Sites theme includes content from a number of different 
information communities. 
 

Recommendation 38 If an INSPIRE view service supports the portrayal of data related to the theme 
Protected Sites, it should provide layers for site designations, site designation 
schemes  and site protection classifications (see Table below). 

 

Layer Type Layer Title Spatial object type(s) Keywords 

PS.ProtectedSites 
<CodeListValue>
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Protected Sites 
<human readable name> 
 

ProtectedSite Conservation 
<human readable 
name> 

PS.ProtectedSitesNa
tureConservation 

Protected Sites – Nature 
Conservation 

(siteProtectionClassific
ation :  
ProtectionClassification
Value) 

conservation,  
conservation, 
natureConservation 

PS.ProtectedSitesNa
tura2000 

Protected Sites – Natura 
2000 

 (siteDesignation : 
designationScheme : 
DesignationSchemeVal
ue) 

conservation, 
natura2000 

PS.ProtectedSitesSp
ecialAreaOfConserv
ation 

Protected Sites – Special 
Area Of Conservation 

(siteDesignation : 
designation : 
DesignationValue) 

conservation, 
Natura2000 

  
 
NOTE The table above contains several layers for the spatial object type ProtectedSite, which can 
be further classified using a code list-valued attribute. Such sets of layers are specified as described in 
Article 14(3) of the IRs. 
 

IR Requirement 
Article 14 
Portrayal 

 
(…) 
 
3. For spatial object types whose objects can be further classified using a code list-valued attribute, 

several layers may be defined. Each of these layers shall include the spatial objects 
corresponding to one specific code list value. In the definition of such sets of layers in Annexes 
II-IV, 

 (a) the placeholder <CodeListValue> shall represent the values of the relevant code list, with the 
first letter in upper case, 

 (b) the placeholder <human-readable name> shall represent the human-readable name of the 
code list values; 

 (c) the spatial object type shall include the relevant attribute and code list, in parentheses; 

 (d) one example of a layer shall be given. 

 
For convenience, the layers for all code list values are listed in the table below. 
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 One layer shall be made available for each code list value, in accordance with Art. 14(3) of the IRs. 



 

Layer Type Layer Title Spatial object type(s) Keywords 

PS.ProtectedSite Protected Sites ProtectedSite conservation 

PS.ProtectedSites
NatureConservatio
n 

Protected Sites – Nature 
Conservation 

ProtectedSite where 
ProtectedSite.siteProte
ctionClassification = 
‘natureConservation’ 

conservation, nature 

PS.ProtectedSites
Archeaological 

Protected Sites – 
Archaeological 

ProtectedSite where 
ProtectedSite.siteProte
ctionClassification = 
‘archaeological’ 

conservation, 
archaeology 

PS.ProtectedSites
Cultural 

Protected Sites – Cultural ProtectedSite where 
ProtectedSite.siteProte
ctionClassification = 
‘cultural’ 

conservation, culture 

PS.ProtectedSites
Ecological 

Protected Sites – Ecological ProtectedSite where 
ProtectedSite.siteProte
ctionClassification = 
‘ecological’ 

conservation, ecology 

PS.ProtectedSites
Landscape 

Protected Sites – 
Landscape 

ProtectedSite where 
ProtectedSite.siteProte
ctionClassification = 
‘landscape’ 

conservation, 
landscape 

PS.ProtectedSites
Environment 

Protected Sites – 
Environment 

ProtectedSite where 
ProtectedSite.siteProte
ctionClassification = 
‘environment’ 

conservation, 
environment 

PS.ProtectedSites
Geological 

Protected Sites – 
Geological 

ProtectedSite where 
ProtectedSite.siteProte
ctionClassification = 
‘geological’ 

conservation, geology 

PS.ProtectedSites
<siteDesignation.d
esignationScheme 
with first letter 
capitalised> 

(a layer should be 
provided for each 
designation 
scheme using 
codes in the 
DesignationSchem
eValue codelist) 

Protected Sites - 
<siteDesignation.designatio
nScheme> 

ProtectedSite where 
ProtectedSite.siteDesig
nation.designationSche
me = <…> (the 
matching designation 
scheme value) 

Conservation, 
Natura2000 (if the 
designation scheme is 
Natura2000) 

PS.ProtectedSites
<siteDesignation.d
esignation with first 
letter capitalised> 

(a layer should be 
provided for each 
designation type 
using codes in the 
DesignationValue 
codelist) 

Protected Sites - 
<siteDesignation.designatio
n> 

ProtectedSite where 
ProtectedSite.siteDesig
nation.designation = 
<…> (the matching 
designation value) 

Conservation, 
Natura2000 (if the 
designation value is a 
Natura2000 
designation) 

 



11.1.1 Layers organisation 
 
Several of the layers are aggregations of other layers in the Protected Sites theme, as shown in the 
Table 7. 
 
Aggregated Layer Component Layer 

PS.ProtectedSite PS.ProtectedSitesNatureConservation + 
PS.ProtectedSitesArcheaological + 
PS.ProtectedSitesCultural + 
PS.ProtectedSitesEcological + 
PS.ProtectedSitesLandscape + 
Ps.ProtectedSitesEnvironment + 
PS.ProtectedSitesGeological 

PS.ProtectedSite All of the  PS.ProtectedSites<siteDesignation.designationScheme> 
layers (the combined set of all designation schemes), 

PS.ProtectedSites<siteDesignation.des
ignationScheme> 

All of the  PS.ProtectedSites<siteDesignation.designation> layers (the 
combined set of all designations in a particular scheme make up the 
layer for the entire scheme). 

Table 7 Aggregated layers for the spatial data theme Protected Sites 

11.2 Styles required to be supported by INSPIRE view services 
 

11.2.1 Styles for the layer PS.ProtectedSite 
 

Style Name 
PS.ProtectedSite.Default  

Default Style yes 

Style Title 
Protected Sites Default Style  

Style Abstract Point geometries are rendered as a square with a size of 6 pixels, with a 50% grey 
(#808080) fill and a black outline. Line geometries are rendered as a solid black 
line with a stroke width of 1 pixel. Polygon geometries are rendered using a 50% 
grey (#808080) fill and a solid black outline with a stroke width of 1 pixel.  

Symbology 
<sld:NamedLayer> 
    <se:Name>PS.ProtectedSites</se:Name> 
    <sld:UserStyle> 
      <se:Name>PS.ProtectedSite.Default</se:Name> 
      <sld:IsDefault>1</sld:IsDefault> 
      <se:FeatureTypeStyle version="1.1.0" xmlns:PS="urn:x-inspire:specification:ProtectedSites:3.1"> 
        <se:Description> 
          <se:Title>Protected Sites Default Style</se:Title> 
          <se:Abstract>Point geometries are rendered as a square with a size of 6 pixels, with a 50% grey 
(#808080) fill and a black outline. Line geometries are rendered as a solid black line with a stroke width 
of 1 pixel. Polygon geometries are rendered using a 50% grey (#808080) fill and a solid black outline 
with a stroke width of 1 pixel.</se:Abstract> 
        </se:Description> 
        <se:FeatureTypeName>PS:ProtectedSite</se:FeatureTypeName> 
        <se:Rule> 
          <se:PolygonSymbolizer> 
            <se:Geometry> 
              <ogc:PropertyName>PS:geometry</ogc:PropertyName> 
            </se:Geometry> 
          </se:PolygonSymbolizer> 
          <se:LineSymbolizer> 
            <se:Geometry> 
              <ogc:PropertyName>PS:geometry</ogc:PropertyName> 
            </se:Geometry> 
          </se:LineSymbolizer> 
          <se:PointSymbolizer> 
            <se:Geometry> 
              <ogc:PropertyName>PS:geometry</ogc:PropertyName> 



            </se:Geometry> 
          </se:PointSymbolizer> 
        </se:Rule> 
      </se:FeatureTypeStyle> 
    </sld:UserStyle> 
  </sld:NamedLayer> 

Minimum & 
maximum 
scales 

<min scale> - <max scale>  

 
 
 


